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leader, Nicholas, embraced pagan practices 
alongside his concept of Christianity.  In other 
words, they too had forgotten, or perhaps never 
truly known, the kind of love to which Christ calls 
us.  They were not “all in” with Christianity. 
 
Nearly 2000 years later, the words in Revelations 
are equally, if not more, relevant.  There is no 
question that times are tough right now.  And the 
only way we are going to get through it is with 
hard work, perseverance, and love – lots and lots 
of the Jesus kind of love. As a church, as The 
Church, we need to come together.  We need to 
work for justice.  We need to work for equality for 
all persons.  We need to work for peace.  We 
need to be ALL in with body, mind, and spirit. 
 
Being The Church is no longer just about being 
in the pews on Sunday morning.  In fact, that 
may be the smallest part of what The Church is 
being called to do right now.  
 
We must use our Sunday morning hymn-singing 
voices to belt out the love of Jesus beyond the 
church building’s walls.  We must use our 
preaching voices to speak up and speak out for 
justice.  We must use our Christ-filled hearts to 
spread the message of Gospel love to every              
person.  And, we must pray, pray without               
ceasing. 
 
PRAYER 
 
God of love, I pray that we may come together as 
The Church to bring justice and equality for all of 
God’s people.  May we never lose sight of the 
fact that our greatest tool in this fight is having 
your love in our hearts.  Amen. 

“Our Mission is to enable 
disciples to change the 
world to the glory of 

God by living the 
teachings of  

Jesus our Christ.” 

SCRIPTURE 
 
Revelation 2:1-7 
To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 
 
These are the words of him who holds the seven 
stars in his right hand and walks among the     
seven golden lampstands.  I know your deeds, 
your hard work and your perseverance.  I know 
that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you 
have tested those who claim to be apostles but 
are not and have found them false.  You have 
persevered and have endured hardships for my 
name and have not grown weary. 
 
Yet I hold this against you: you have forsaken the 
love you had at first.  Consider how far you have 
fallen!  Repent and do the things you did at first. 
If you do not repent, I will come to you and       
remove your lampstand from its place.  But you 
have this in your favor: you hate the practices of 
the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 
 
Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.  To the one who is                 
victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree 
of life, which is in the paradise of God. 
 
A WORD OF HOPE 
 
Much of what Jesus teaches us in the Gospels is 
about how we as individuals should live if we are 
to call ourselves followers of Christ.  In this             
passage from the Book of Revelation, the             
Apostle John is directing the words to The 
Church, a single entity that is made up of                         
individual believers.  These words to The Church 
in Ephesus are the first of seven admonitions       
given to various churches.  At first, The Church is 
praised for their hard work and perseverance 
during difficult times, for the hardships they have 
endured in Christ’s name, and for their             
intolerance for wicked people.  This praise is    
followed by the admonition that they are “in         
trouble” for forsaking their “first love,” which we 
assume to be an unwavering love of Christ.  The 
implication is that their minds are in the right 
place, but not their hearts.  After being told that 
they are not loving properly, in the next sentence, 
the Church of Ephesus is praised for “hating” the 
Nicolaitans. These two things seem to be                  
diametrically opposed. Why was it good to hate 
the Nicolaitans? 
 
The Nicolaitans were a sect of the early Christian 
church  thought  to  be  heretical  because  their  
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Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings, will 

offer their affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings at First Congregational 

United Church of Christ (in the gym) on Saturday, 7/11/2020.  Five screenings will be offered 

that scan for potential health problems related to: blocked arteries which is a leading cause 

of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the 

arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular 

heart beat which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone density screening, for men and 

women, used to assess the risk of osteoporosis.  Register for a Wellness Package which       

includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 with our member      

discount).  All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.  In order to register for this 

event and to receive a $10 discount off any package priced above $129, please call        

1-888-653-6441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle. 

www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
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Reopening Guidelines for Worship 

 

In seeking to ensure that we at First Congregational Church are providing the safest possible worship setting for 

our congregation and visitors, the Admin. Board has put in place the following guidelines.  Our guidelines have 

been set in place to help us protect one another and especially our most vulnerable members.  This does not 

ensure that a person attending worship will not contract COVID-19 but will help to lessen the possibility.  

 

 

1. Everyone attending worship will be required to wear a mask to help lessen the spread of the virus.  We 

know that singing can increase the possibility of spreading the virus, so we will not sing during our 

services.  

 

2. When entering the building, we ask that you enter the front door only and move to the sanctuary.  Please 

do not linger in the entrance. 

 

3. As you enter the building, there will be a table that will have hand sanitizer, bulletins, and on 

communion Sunday, individual communion elements.  We need everyone to sanitize their hands, pick 

up a bulletin and on the first Sunday, pick up an individual communion element. 

 

4. For the offering, there will be two stations set up with offering plates where you are welcome to deposit 

your offering as you enter or leave the service.  This eliminates the need to pass the offering plates. 

 

5. Sit in the sanctuary where blue painter’s tape is marked on the pews.  Try to keep 6 feet away from other 

groups. 

 

6. Those leading will not be wearing a mask but will maintain safe distancing while leading the service. 

When worship has ended, the members leading worship will put their masks back on.  

 

7. Pastor Gary or an usher will direct you how and when to leave so that we do not have a traffic jam 

leaving the sanctuary. 

 

8. As we are entering or leaving the sanctuary, we request that you do not shake hands or make any 

physical contact.  

 

9. There will be no coffee hour until it is safe for us to gather without threat of infection. 

 

10. Please exit the building immediately after worship.  If you want to speak to someone, please do so 

outside.  

 

 

We know that this seems impersonal, but we are doing all that we can to ensure that we can meet safely for 

worship. 

 

 

 

The Administrative Board 
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Church members participated in Grand Blanc FISH’s  

“Feed Grand Blanc” 
event on Saturday,  June 27th  

Our smiling FCUCC team (left to right) Susan Keaton,  
Barb Benson, Tom McLaren & Lana Bellah 

SERVICES IN THE SANCTUARY 
BEGIN JULY 5TH AT 10:30AM 

(Please refer to the “Reopening  
Guidelines for Worship”.) 

 

We will continue to  
video our  

Sunday Morning  
Worship Services.   

They will be available on our  
website, ww.uccgrandblanc.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact the church office to submit 

your prayer requests.   

 

Call:  810-695-0550 

or Email:  secretary@fcucc.com 

 

Anyone that would like to receive the  weekly 

prayer email that goes out, let us know that 

too!  Thank you. 

Donations can still be dropped off 
at St. Christopher's Episcopal 

Church (9020 S. Saginaw St.) on 
Wednesdays from 5 - 7 pm or  

Saturdays 10 am - noon.   


